Access Software and Hardware

A Sampling of Current Assistive Technologies


Disclaimer: 

The software and hardware listed here is representative of what is available for each of the access areas. These are not the only choices; they may not be the best choices for a specific student. These are, mostly, pieces of software and hardware that I have tried and have found to be useful and of high quality. Again, just because something is not on this list, doesn’t mean it isn’t good or of high quality. I may just not be familiar with it or didn’t think to list it. In summary, this listing is not intended to be exclusive nor exhaustive.

Descriptions:

Most of the descriptions below are adapted from the respective websites.

Iowa Education Consortium (www.iec-ia.org) discount:

The AEAs in the state of Iowa have joined together and created the IEC. This is a purchasing organization that uses the power of numbers to negotiate reduced pricing on many things. Assistive Technology is just one of those things. The IEC pricing is generally available to K-12 Schools-public and private (This typically includes k-12 students and families.); Colleges and Universities; Public Libraries; City, County, and State Government organizations. Discounts vary by vendor.

To see the IEC pricing for the assistive technology software listed on the IEC website, go to...

www.iec-ia.org
Click on... Assistive Technology and Special Needs

Click on... the vendor of your choice.

	Reading Support...

Students with print disabilities (physical, learning disability, cognitive disability)

	Kurzweil 3000 

Professional / Learn Station

www.kurzweiledu.com
$795.00 – Professional

$225.00 – LearnStation

IEC pricing reflected
	Mac or Win
	Kurzweil 3000 is a scanning, reading and writing solution for people with learning disabilities or reading difficulties. It has scanning software built-in to scan documents into the computer. Study skills tools: Highlighting, Dictionary, Text notes, Sticky notes, Footnotes & more. Lightweight word processor with word prediction which will read back to you what you have written. Professional version includes scanning software, LearnStation does not. Demo available from website. 

	Read & Write 

Gold / Standard

www.texthelp.com
$485 – Gold

$275 – Standard

IEC pricing reflected
	Mac or Win
	Read&Write 8 Gold gives an added boost to people who need support with reading, writing and learning by making support tools available right at their fingertips. Whether reading/writing for assignments, assessment or leisure, our software puts success within reach.

Read&Write 8 Gold works within Windows applications such as Microsoft Word and Internet Explorer. It will also read PDF documents!
Gold version includes scanning software, Standard version does not.

	WYNN 

Wizard / Reader

www.freedomscientific.com
$995 – WYNN Wizard

$375 – WYNN Reader
	Win only
	WYNN is designed to enhance success for individuals with reading challenges and writing difficulties. WYNN was developed with the help of special educators and individuals with learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dysgraphia and aphasia.

By using a bi-modal approach - simultaneous highlighting of the text as it is spoken - WYNN transforms printed text into understandable information that benefits readers of all ages including English Language Learners (ELL), struggling readers and children with ADD (attention deficit disorder) or ADHD (attention deficit hyperactive disorder).

WYNN Wizard version includes scanning software, WYNN Reader version does not.


	Speech-to-Text (Voice Recognition) for Writing…

Students with writing difficulties (physical, learning disability). Clear speech patterns are very helpful.

	Dragon Naturally Speaking

Recommend “Preferred” version over “Standard” version.

http://www.nuance.com/naturallyspeaking/
$199.00
	Win
	Talk to your computer and your words appear in Microsoft® Word and Excel®, Corel® WordPerfect®, and virtually all Windows®-based applications. 

	Dictate

www.macspeech.com
$184.00 with USB Microphone
	Mac
	TalkAnywhere technology allows you to dictate and correct directly into almost ANY application of Mac OS X.   You can even navigate the Finder, print, cut, copy, paste, and much, much, more - all by using your voice. Same speech recognition engine as Dragon Naturally Speaking.


	Word Prediction…

Students who need assistance finding the right word or spelling of a word. May have fine motor issues. Good knowledge of beginning sounds of words is very helpful.

	WordQ

www.wordq.com
$225.00
	Win
	Word prediction program. Provides a visual list of suggested words. Demo available from website.

	SpeakQ

www.wordq.com
$135.00


	Win
	Plug-in for WordQ; Allows keyboardist, who is using WordQ, to speak a word and have it entered into the document, rather than typing the word. Nice add-on for keyboardists who have difficulty with beginning sounds of words. Demo available from website.

	Co:Writer Solo

www.donjohnston.com
$325.00
	Mac or Win
	Word prediction program. Provides a visual list of suggested words. No demo available. Can purchase with a 30 day guarantee and return. 

	KeyStrokes

www.assistiveware.com
$299.00
	Mac
	Onscreen keyboard with word prediction. Can use just the word prediction window, without the onscreen keyboard if desired. Demo available from website.

	SoothSayer

www.ahf-net.com
$149.00
	Win
	Word prediction program. Provides a list of suggested words. Demo available from website.


	Expanded Keyboards...

Students who understand that they can press on a keyboard and make an action occur on the screen, but need a larger keyboard or a simpler keyboard.

	IntelliKeys

www.intellitools.com
$381.25
IEC Pricing reflected.
	Win or Mac
	· Expanded keyboard. Comes with a set of overlays that allow it to be used with off the shelf software. Keys are enlarged to provide a larger target for students with physical or cognitive challenges. Can also be used as a simplified keyboard to run specific programs. 

· Using the, optional ($139.95), Overlaymaker software the keyboard can be customized to have specific keys. 

· Can also be used with the, separate ($299.95), “Classroom Suite” software. Classroom Suite includes ‘IntelliTalk”, a talking word processor; ‘IntelliPics Studio’, a design program for using and making content activities; and ‘IntelliMathics’, a design program for using and creating math activities.

· Can also be used as a switch interface.


	Touch Screens...

For students who understand they can make something happen on the screen, if they can touch the screen directly and make it happen, but don’t realize that using a mouse or a keyboard affects what happens on the screen.

	Troll Touch

www.trolltouch.com/
Pricing varies depending on product. Most of their products involve installing a touch screen directly and permanently on a monitor.
	Win or Mac
	Great solution if you want a built-in touch screen.

From the website: “We design custom systems to meet your needs. We offer "plug-n-play" CRT monitor and LCD and Plasma solutions, external add-on touchscreen products, laptop touchscreen systems and factory installed OEM touchscreen kits. Sizes range from an effective viewing area of 3 inches up to and including 50 inches.

All of our generic touchscreen products are cross-platform compatible and include the necessary touchscreen driver and calibration software for your specific operating system, be it Mac, Windows or linux.”

	KeyTech: MagicTouch Touch Screen

www.magictouch.com
$179 - $239 for removable touch screen
	Win or Mac
	From the website: “...instantly converts any standard monitor  (LCD & CRT) or notebook computer into a touch-interactive device at a very affordable cost.  Easy installation and maintenance.  Windows/Mac/Linux.


	Switch Access... if there is a controllable muscle movement, there is computer access.

Students who need to use a switch to access the computer. Some software has switch access built-in. These programs allow students to use the switch directly to access it, without having to have another layer of software. Not all software and switches are compatible. However, most will work with any switch access software program. 

Equally important is the mounting system for the switch. Many users need specialized placement of the switch because of physical limitations caused by their disability. Both Ablenet and Tash also sell mounting systems.

	Ablenet

www.ablenetinc.com

	Win or Mac
	Ablenet has been a developer and vendor of switches for many years. Their products are well-built and dependable. They have an excellent support department.

	TASH

www.tashinc.com
	Win or Mac
	Tash has also been in the switch business for a long time. They also have great products.

	InfoGrip

www.infogrip.com

	Win or Mac
	InfoGrip is a vendor for many other companies. Good pricing, good selection. A nice place to go if you are looking to see what is available for input devices.


	Computer Access – Onscreen Keyboards and Mouse Access... (with a Switch)

Students who use a switch to access their computer and software.

	SwitchXS

www.assistiveware.com
$299.00

Includes: Layout Kitchen
	Mac
	SwitchXS provides an onscreen keyboard, in addition to virtually complete access to Mac OS X and all standard Mac applications for people who can only use one or more switches. It offers full mouse and keyboard emulation by means of a scanning mode. Use with KeyStrokes if want word prediction. (Recommended) Demo available from website.

	Layout Kitchen

www.assistiveware.com
$119.00 as separate purchase
	Mac
	An editor that allows users to make their own scan panels to use in SwitchXS. Demo available from website.

	WiViK

www.wivik.com
$350.00
	Win
	WiViK on-screen keyboard provides access to any Microsoft Windows application as an alternative to a standard computer keyboard. Also, provides switch access to the entire computer. Demo available from website.

	Reach Scan Plus

www.ahf-net.com
$549.00
	Win
	A software bundle that includes REACH Interface Author 4.0, Smart Keys, and ScanBuddy.  This is the product AHF recommends for persons using scanning because it includes Smart Keys for accelerated typing and ScanBuddy for mouse emulation - to leave the REACH keyboard and perform mouse functions. Demo available from website.

	DiscoverPro for Windows

www.madentec.com
$399

IntelliSwitch ($299.00)
	Win
	DiscoverPro is customizable access software for Windows 2000 & XP. DiscoverPro has been specifically designed to require the wireless IntelliSwitch or IntelliKeys USB from IntelliTools for scanning access. For On-Screen keyboard access, it works well with TrackerPro.

	Discover Envoy for Mac OS X

www.madentec.com
$399

IntelliSwitch ($299.00)
	Mac
	Envoy is the latest in access software for the Mac OS X. It is a keyboard and mouse replacement software designed to require the Discover:Switch USB, Discover:Kenx USB or the IntelliSwitch wireless switch interface. Envoy is designed for individuals with physical disabilities, and those who are not able to access the Macintosh with the traditional keyboard or mouse.


	Computer Access - Onscreen Keyboards… (Not Switch Access)

Students who cannot use a regular keyboard. May be using a headpointer, mouse, trackball, etc. 

	KeyStrokes

www.assistiveware.com
$299.00
	Mac
	Onscreen keyboard with word prediction. Layout Kitchen for designing custom keyboards now in Beta. Demo available from website.

	WiViK

www.wivik.com
$350.00
	Win
	Onscreen keyboard with word prediction; Also includes scanning capability for typing and complete computer control through switch access. Demo available from website.

	Reach with Smart Keys

www.ahf-net.com
$429.00
	Win
	Type the first letter in a word and Smart Keys searches all the open dictionaries to determine which letters follow that letter. Depending on your preference, Smart Keys can remove unlikely keys, gray them out, or change their color. If only one word is found it can be typed automatically by using the AutoType option.  Research has shown that Smart Key technology significantly increases the number of letters typed in a set period of time for persons not familiar with keyboards and On (especially) for persons using scanning keyboards. Demo available from website.


	Computer Access – Headpointing... (Reflective Dot Technology)

Students who have good head control, but need hands-free or hands-limited access.

	Headmouse Extreme

www.orin.com
$995.00

	Mac or Win

No software required
	Plug and Play; USB connection, excellent accuracy and response.

	Tracker Pro

www.madentec.com
$995.00
	Mac or Win

No software required
	Plug and Play; USB connection, excellent accuracy, some delay in response.

	SmartNav AT

www.naturalpoint.com
Win: $399.00

Mac: $499.00
	Mac (Software included if purchase from R.J. Cooper)

Win (Software included)
	Must install software; USB connection, some “drift” in accuracy, good response.

Mac version: Purchase from R.J. Cooper (www.rjcooper.com). He makes the Mac version of the software.


	On the Horizon… 

Students who can access with a mouse, trackball or headpointer

	Dasher

www.inference.phy.cam.ac.uk/dasher
Free
	Win

Unix

Mac (OS X)
	Unique, groundbreaking word processing program. Hang on to your hat and take your Dramamine. Free download available from website.


	Feature comparison…

	Accuracy not guaranteed!

Suggest you do additional research.
	WordQ
	SpeakQ

requires

WordQ
	WiViK
	Co:Writer
	KeyStrokes
	SwitchXS
	SoothSayer
	Reach w/ Smart Keys

	Platform
	Win
	Win:
	Win
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	Mac
	Mac
	Win
	Win

	Price
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	$350
	$325
	$299
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	$429
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