Cognitive Psychology Syllabus Page 1

PSYCH 3505                                                
                       


Jack Yates
Cognitive Psychology                                    


Bartlett 2077
10 - 10:50 MWF, Sabin 134                            

          
Ph. 273‑2051

Office Hours   MW 1:30 pm; T 10:30
Text:  Stephen K. Reed, Cognition, 7th ed., ISBN 0-495-09156-1 (5th & 6th eds. work fine also)
Assessment:  Your final grade will be based on:

1. a test over each unit covered  

2. class participation (including attendance)
Here is how these components will be weighted:

1. exams



500   (5 tests, 100 points each)
2. Class participation               
100
    




600
TOTAL

90% = lowest A    70% = lowest C

80% = lowest B    60% = lowest D

Make‑up Policy:


(1) In all cases, students are responsible for the information presented during classes they missed.  Talk to me, the TA, or another class member to catch up.  (2) In general, late assignments are not accepted unless cleared by the instructor.  Keep me posted about problems that arise.
Class Participation:


Points are awarded on the basis of instructor's judgment at the end of the semester.  


Factor 1:  attendance 

Factor 2:  in-class performance (collecting data, respond to questions, working cooperatively with other students, prepared for class, comments and questions, responding to others' questions/comments)

Structure of each unit:

     Each unit of the course possesses a cyclical structure.  A unit usually begins by considering a cognitive problem from several different perspectives.  We begin with the cognitive problem or phenomenon, and/or your beliefs about it.  We make relevant observations of our own cognitions when possible, then consider several cognitive theories that illuminate various aspects of a problem.  This process leads to a progression of ideas and a rejection of successive theories, culminating in an attempt (of varying success) at synthesis.  Don't expect the FIRST theory we cover to be the ultimate theory we adopt.  Don't expect to be told "the right answer".  Things are more complex than that.

     The other extreme is to think that only the ultimate theory is of any value.  The other theories we use in working up to the ultimate theory are useful because (1) parts of them are usually retained; (2) they continue to illuminate various aspects of the cognitive problem in question, even if they are not the final word.

Course Goals:

1. become acquainted with standard cognitive theory

2. acquire familiarity with important cognitive studies and research paradigms

3. learn to observe one's mental processes – metacognitive:  see "self‑evaluation" above

4. discover one's personal, indigenous, self‑developed theories of cognition

5. this course is about learning to engage in scientific discourse.  That means paying attention to rival possibilities (theories, explanations, etc.).  It means giving reasons and evidence for your positions, and reasons and evidence against the positions you reject.  It means you can’t just ignore a position.  It means giving due weight to different kinds of evidence (a single personal observation, a repeated observation or pattern, across time and/or people, and formal laboratory evidence).  Class discussion should reflect these goals.

.

Attendance

After the second week of classes, attendance is taken daily.  Excused absences are those for which you present a medical excuse at your next attended class period, OR attendance at a school sanctioned event (notify me beforehand).  Excessive tardiness is considered an absence.  Class participation grades are reduced proportionately for each unexcused absence. Students with excessive absences or erratic attendance will be (at instructor’s option) dropped from the class.   Keep me apprized of extenuating circumstances.

Tentative Calendar
Week 1        
Orientation:  Preface & Ch. 1 ‑‑ Introduction  & history.  

Week 2       



Week 3        


Week 4    
Ch. 2 ‑‑ pattern recognition and visual perception   

Week 5        

Week 6         

Week 7        
Ch. 7 ‑‑ images.                  

Week 8         

Week 9        
 

Week 10      
Ch. 3 ‑‑ attention

Week 11       


Week 12       


Week 13       
Ch. 8 (& 9) ‑‑ semantic memory & concepts                         

Week 14        


Week 15       
History, summary, and critique 


FINAL EXAM: This exam is over the last topic only.  Check Registrar for time and place.
