Cognitive Psychology Interview

(revised 1-24-11)

Be sure to frequently ask “Can you tell me what you are thinking about?  Can you give me an example?  If I could get in your head right now, what would I be experiencing?” 

Also, ask “What would MOST PEOPLE say?”
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1. Have you ever heard the phrase “clockwork universe?” Y  N

a. If so, what does it mean?

b. Think of a clock with a face and dials.  Inside the clock are gears which move the dials so that the face tells the time.  The inner hidden gears control the behavior of the dials in a mechanical way.  Which of these might function as a clockwork?

i. cat

ii. earth’s weather

iii. planets moving around the sun

iv. human being


record reactions:


ask that they rank order these 4 things from most to least like a clock:
2. Which is MOST real?  mind, brain, or soul?  (circle 1)


reaction:  


rank order:

which do SCIENTISTS consider most real?  Which do MOST PEOPLE consider most real?
3. How do identify objects when you look at them?
a. how do you identify this table [or some other object in sight]?

b. how about a familiar face?

c. how about the letters T or Q?

4. To identify something, one must establish some sort of match between the current information and knowledge or past experience.  Could this matching process be between the information coming in and ...

a. a type of picture or image or template?

b. a list of characteristics or features?

5. In identifying an object, what is the role of your expectations, or do they play a role?... How about the setting or context? Do they play a role?  Give examples.
6. When you look at something under good lighting, do you see it as it REALLY is?    For example, take that [choose an example of a nearby object that can be clearly seen], do we both see basically the same thing when we look at it?
Would other people, or other animals (as long as they have functioning eyes) see the same thing?
7. Do we think in images?  Can we use images to think?

8. Right now get an image of a family member.  [pause]

a. Who did you get an image of?  _________________________

Now get an image of something else. [pause]

b. What did you get an image of? _________________________

c. Based on these, what would you say images are like?  Can you characterize images in general?

[record]

9. Which of these characteristics would you say your images have?  When you get an image of a chair, which is it similar to?

a. actually seeing the object? __

b. a detailed description in words of the thing? __

c. a faint copy of the real thing? __

d. (as opposed to a copy) a recreation that I construct and can change? __

e. like a photograph? __

f. sound? __  touch? __  smell? __  taste? __  motion? __  

Of the above choices, which is the BEST characterization of most images?  (choose one)
10. Do blind people get images? [note if they bring up the “at birth” issue.  If they DON’T bring it up, you should ask about it].  What are they like?  Are they the same or different than the images of a sighted person?
11.  Compare the potential experiences of a person born blind versus a sighted person, both hearing the same detailed description of a brief video. Would their experiences differ OR would the blind person have the same imagined experience as the sighted person? 

a.  When we read a story or hear a description we often just get images, or "see the events happening."  Would the blind person “see” the same thing as a sighted person? ... or something different?
b.  Also consider how to describe the color red to a "born blind" person.  Could your description of "red" give them the same experience of red as a sighted person has?  What would you say to create the experience of red in a blind person?

12. How much detail can be present in your best, strongest images?  

a. Are they like a copy of the original?  __

b. Are they like a good snapshot? __

c. what IS a detail?

Is it something usually relatively small? Not very noticeable?  Not important?
13. Imagine you are in a room where 3-4 people are conversing at once.

a. Can you tune out everyone but one person?  Y  N

b. Have you ever PRETENDED to listen to one person while you are ACTUALLY listening to another?   Y  N

c. Is it possible to listen to TWO speakers at once and hear EVERYTHING they both say?  Y  N

comments or examples for a - c

14. What sorts of things attract your attention even when you are concentrating on something?

15. Can you do two things at once?  Y  N

a. for example:

16. For the following question, we are going to set aside purely bodily functions like breathing, digestion, your heart beating, etc.  Other than that sort of thing, are there any tasks you can perform that require NO attention at all?  Y  N

(if Y:)

a. Of all the tasks your mind carries out, what percent of them require NO attention at all? ____%

b. can you give a general characterization of such tasks...

c. or examples?

17. Agree or disagree:  complex tasks require attention, simple tasks require little or no attention.


disagree  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  agree    (circle a number)

a. Give an example of a complex task...   a simple task.  What is the difference between the 2?

18. What is the definition of a table? 


... bird?

19. How does a child acquire the concept of bird?  Be as detailed as you can.

Possibility:  adult points to a bird and says that’s a bird.  Later if the child says bird when it IS a bird, that is reinforced or encouraged by the parent.  If they call a plane a bird, that is corrected.  “Feedback” from an adult is important.
