Yates Cross-Semester Summary for Cognitive Psychology Cultural View:
The principles below tend to be borne out across several semesters of student-collected cultural information.  These represent the dominant patterns.

1. Ontology: Our culture seems to have adopted the mechanistic ontology (view of what’s ULTIMATELY real) promoted by modern science.  Every context or object can be analyzed in a set of variables that are causally interacting.  We gathered evidence (suspect beliefs) of a previous ontology that still shows vestiges in current thinking.
2. Pattern Recognition/Perception:  Our culture takes a realist view of perception.  We all see more or less the same thing, that which is really present.  Subjectivity is minimized.  

a. A template theory of pattern recognition is popular among members of the culture.

b. A feature theory is almost equally popular.  Features are thought of as concrete parts of objects.

3. Images are highly visual and most like a static picture.  And images are thought of as a copy of sensations.  This means that although blind people may get something like an image, it is not the same as the image of a sighted person. Images differ from objects in leaving out the details, which tend to be small aspects.

4. Attention is like having TV channels to select among… and you can only select one.

a. There are some tasks that require no attention but they do not comprise much of our mental life (around 15%).  They tend to be repetitive things.  They tend to be very simple tasks.

5. Concepts are defined by their list of properties or features.

6. Children acquire concepts via “feedback” (forms of reinforcement) from parents.

