
Developmental Spelling Test

• Sink
• Dress
• Peeked
• Side
• Test
• Dragon

• Back
• Mail
• Lake
• Stick
• Feet
• Light

(Feroli & Shanahan, 1987)



Developmental Spelling Stages
• Print has meaning

– scribble, numbers, letter-like strings, random letters
• Visual Cue

– read/spell in environmental context, tuned to distinctive 
visual features

• Phonetic Cue
– sound it out, “glue to print”

• Transitional
– rule-based

• Conventional



Developmental Spelling Test
(Feroli & Shanahan, 1987)

TESTTEESTTS TST TASTABT

FEETFETF FTT8V

SIDECIDEST CI SIDTC

STICKSTIKS STC SEKIF

DRAGONDRAGINJK GAN DAGNOATJA

LIGHTLIETLSIE LAT LITIIEIX

PEEKEDPEKEDPF PT PECTTTT

LAKELACEL LAE LAKEAH

DRESSDRESDN JS GASS

MAILMAELMM MOL MALA3

SINKSINCKSE SEKE

BACKBAKBET BECRE

ConventionalTransitionalPhonetic CueVisual CuePrint has 
meaning
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